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Family Stories

This is just some quick math, but I estimate that 99.9 per-

cent of the kisses I receive from my four children have been 

compromised with evidence of either their last lunch or  

latest cold. But I’m pretty sure that if you asked them, they 

would say there’s nothing Mama likes more than their hugs 

and kisses. 

The look on my face doesn’t bear a trace of hesitation, only 

enthusiastic appreciation; you’d think they were presenting 

me with diamonds and a notarized document promising to 

take care of me in my old age. My expression is mostly 

genuine, the remainder world-class, Oscar-worthy acting.

What if I saw that filthy face approaching mine and backed 

away, put up a hand, and said, “Go clean up first”? After a 

while, anyone—even children with their bold, beautiful lack 

of self-awareness—would get a little gun-shy.

So, two things occur to me. First, God seems like the Cary 

Grant of receiving our affection and praise—only, God’s not 

acting! He’s truly all elegance, class, and grace as we ap-

proach Him with our faces soiled and smeared or sprinkled 

with our latest indulgence. He doesn’t tell us to clean up 

first. He loves us the way we are and knows we can’t find 

the napkins without Him anyway.

Secondly, restoration of our relationships begins when 

we respond to one another the way God responds to us. 

I have a choice to gladly and gratefully accept all gestures 

of love, even when there are a few crumbs in the offering. 

For instance, my husband opens every last drawer of my 

kids’ dressers to locate a T-shirt. I can comment on how ill-

acquainted he is with their laundry from his lack of assisting 

with it, or I can simply appreciate his help. 

Multiple slights and small critiques I hold against others—

when they were meant to be gestures of love—create frac-

tures in my relationships. And in me.

I don’t want a gun-shy family and a bitter spirit. I want to imi-

tate the gracious way I am welcomed by God. Small bits of 

absolute acceptance can be the beginning of restoration.

Missy Wetzel, Buhl, Minnesota

Family Story: Messy Faces    

We don’t have to look far to find brokenness. We see broken 

people—conflicted communities or families operating apart 

from God. We experience broken bodies—the evidence of 

man’s fall from what God intended (Genesis 3).

But Isaiah 53:5–6 gives us gracious news: While the burden 

of making restitution for the fall belonged to us (we’ve all 

turned our own way), Jesus carried it instead. 

Perhaps bringing healing to our friends and neighbors 

should begin with remembering that Jesus is always the 

author of restoration. How can His Spirit help us to see the 

openings He longs to fill? 

•  Bring a restorative spirit to your community by having your 

family clean up a neglected park, trail, or shelter. As you do, 

think about how Jesus restores our souls by gently dealing 

with each little piece within us. You may even want to share 

that idea if others ask about your volunteering.

•  Be the first to compliment, smile, or apologize. Have your 

family make a conscious effort to do these things (do cau-

tion little ones about strangers), and, after a week’s time, 

share if you noticed any softening in others.

Open Hands: 
Reach Out and Restore

Putting It Into Action
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Putting It into Practice

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 1

•  This month’s verses beg to be acted out. 

Be sure to read the preceding verses in 

the chapter to set the context. Help your 

child pantomime his verse and come up 

with funny facial expressions to match.

•  Start a game of “telephone” with your 

family as you sit in a circle. Have your child 

divide the verse into four sections, and 

pass the message along to the next family 

member by whispering. See how it comes 

out with the last person, and have her 

correct any errors.

This Month's Memory Verses
Early Elementary Preteen (Weeks 1–2)

O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you and 
praise your name, for in perfect faithfulness 
you have done marvelous things, things 
planned long ago.
—Isaiah 25:1

I will establish my covenant as an 
everlasting covenant between me and you 
and your descendants after you for the 
generations to come, to be your God and 
the God of your descendants after you.
—Genesis 17:7

Elementary Preteen (Weeks 3–4)

For the Lord your God is a merciful God; 
he will not abandon or destroy you or forget 
the covenant with your forefathers, which he 
confirmed to them by oath.
—Deuteronomy 4:31

In days to come, when your son asks you, 
“What does this mean?” say to him, “With 
a mighty hand the Lord brought us out of 
Egypt, out of the land of slavery.”
—Exodus 13:14

      Use these quick conversation starters with your kids before or after each week’s Rio lesson.

Family Prompts | God Calls Us to Faithfulness 
week Early Elementary Elementary Preteen

1
God Unfolds His Plan for Joseph
Genesis 37
What were God’s plans for Joseph? What 
might some of His plans be for us? 

God Never Leaves His People
Genesis 37:1–11, 18–36; 39:1–5 
How does it feel to know that God will never 
leave you, no matter what?

God of the Covenant Appears
Exodus 3
How would you feel if you came upon God’s 
presence in a burning bush? What would 
you do?

2
God Does Not Forget His People
Genesis 39:20—41:57 
Has there ever been a time when you knew 
God was right there with you? How did you 
know?

God Preserves His People
Genesis 42:1–8; 45:1–15; 46:1–4 
What are some difficulties God has brought 
our family out of? 

God Provides for Moses
Exodus 4:1–20, 29–31
What are some amazing miracles God has 
performed in your life or the life of someone 
you know?

3
God Saves His People
Genesis 45:1–18
What does this passage tell you about God? 

God’s Promise Endures
Genesis 49:28–33; 50:15–26
Do you believe God will keep all of His 
promises to you? Why or why not?

God Promises Rescue with His  
Mighty Hand
Exodus 5:1—6:8
Are there any areas in your life where you 
need God to rescue you? 

4
God Is Always Working
Genesis 46:1–7; 50:15–21
How has God worked in our lives? 

God Prepares a Way Out
Exodus 2
What are some ways God helped people in 
this passage? 

God Shows He Is Lord over All
Exodus 8 
How have you seen God’s power working in 
our family? 

Some Tips to 
   Make It Stick
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