














Family Stories

Open Hands:
A Legacy of Serving

A legacy of service begins at home. Yes, it's true that
sometimes it's easier to serve in other places. After all,
it usually results in more pats on the back. But serving
isn’'t about looking or feeling good. It's about living Jesus’
legacy. Though He was God, "he gave up everything and
became a slave” (Philippians 2:5-7, CEV).

How can we build a legacy for our kids (and future

generations) that's defined by Jesus’ compassionate love,
especially on those days when we're running on fumes?

Putting It into Action

Family Story: Leaving a Legacy

of Sacrificial Love

“I'll miss you, Daddy, but you're in my heart,” my four-
year-old said as | hugged her on the way out the door.

It was one of the sweetest things she has ever told me.
But more than a tug at the heartstrings, it was much-
needed confirmation that the choices my wife and | have
made over the past four years haven't been mistakes.

Currently we live in my grandmother’s basement with our
two daughters. We do so by choice. My wife or | could
choose to work more hours away from our home, thereby
easily affording our own house. But we've decided to be
there to raise our children, to teach them what we can
about faith and love.

I've struggled with this decision, mostly in comparing
and contrasting my life with that of my father. A man of
achievement, he was able to provide his family with a
home and much more. Yet | don'’t recall ever having such
a close relationship with my father that | felt | carried
him “in my heart.” His pursuit of the “better life” left him
emotionally unavailable. As a result, the legacy left to me
was one of distance.

Hearing those sweet words from my daughter’s lips
tells me we're imparting a much different legacy to our
children, one that can be summed up in a simple but
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refresh your heart and theirs by worshipping aloud.
Worshipping God can energize you again.

—

to serve. Point out needs she can meet. If she does
something without being asked, thank her. Address
bad attitudes, and encourage your child to go to
Jesus for strength when serving is difficult.

—

Help stack the chairs after an event at church and
encourage your children to help. Or, together return
your neighbor’s trash can after trash pickup day.
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frequently to the children of our materialistic and self-
absorbed culture. The message that Jesus shouts to us
from the cross: | love you, and you're worth the sacrifice!
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Joshua Delong, Thornton, Colorado

Want more
family stories?
Check out the family blogs
at rio.davidccook.com!
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Putting It into Practice
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Some Tips 10
Make I Stick

e Create games by writing each word of the
Memory Verse on a separate index card.
Make two sets of cards. Print the entire
verse on separate paper to use as a guide.

e Mix each set. Race your child to see who
can put the cards in order first.

e Turn both sets upside down and try to find
matches by turning over two cards at a
time. Stack matches on top of each other,
putting the stacks in verse order as you go.

This Month's M@Vv\om \evrses

Early Elementary

From the Lorp comes deliverance. May your
blessing be on your people.

—Psalm 3:8

Elementary

Sovereign Lorp, you have begun to show to
your servant your greatness and your strong
hand.

—Deuteronomy 3:24a

Preteen (Weeks 1-3)

The Lorp is my strength and my song; he
has become my salvation. He is my God,
and | will praise him, my father's God, and |
will exalt him.

—Exodus 15:2

Preteen (Weeks 4-5)

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and your dominion endures through all
generations. The Lorp is faithful to all his
promises and loving toward all he has
made.

—Psalm 145:13

Use these quick conversation starters with your kids before or after each week's Rio lesson.

Famiy Prompts | God Calls Us to Fathfulness

Early Elementary

God Watches Over Us

Exodus 2:1-10

Why do you think Moses' mother trusted
God to take care of her baby?

God Calls and Equips His People
Exodus 3:1—4:31
What kinds of jobs might God have for us?

God Delivers His People

Exodus 5:1—6:13; 12:31-42

What do you think was the most amazing
thing God did in this passage?

God Leads His People to Safety

Exodus 13:17—14:31

Do you think you would have trusted God
enough to walk through the parted waters of
the Red Sea? Why or why not?

God Helps His People Remember Him
Exodus 17:1-7

What are some ways we can remember
what God has done for us?

Elementary

God Overcomes Our Doubts

Exodus 3:1—4:16

When are some times you have doubts and
find it hard to trust God?

God Proves Himself Lord

Exodus 6:28—12:41

What are some ways you've seen God's
power for yourself?

God Delivers Israel for His Glory
Exodus 13:17—14:31

How can we give glory to God in our
everyday lives?

God Gives What We Need
Exodus 16
How has God provided for our needs?

God's Laws Bring Freedom
Exodus 19:1-8; 20:1-17
Why do you think God gives us rules to

follow? What does this show you about Him?

Preteen

God Saves His People

Exodus 12:1-39

If you'd been a slave for your whole life,
how would it feel to suddenly be free? What
would you do first?

God Is Highly Exalted

Exodus 15:1-21

What are some ways we can remember
to exalt God above all other people and
things?

God Is Our Banner

Exodus 17:8-16

Why do you think it's important to remember
the mighty things God has done?

God Makes a Covenant with Israel
Exodus 24

Why do you think God wants to spend time
with us?

God Shows Compassion

Exodus 33

When has God been faithful in your life,
even when you haven't been?
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